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Artist: Linden, Colin

Success falls in bluesman's lap
By DENIS ARMSTRONG

Colin Linden probably has
every right to live up to the 
title of his latest album: Big 
Mouth.

The Toronto blues guitarist, 
singer-songwriter and 
producer has amassed 
enough accolades to warrant 
bragging rights. Winner of 
multiple Juno Awards, a 
Maple Blues Award, a 
Toronto Arts Award, even a 
Grammy nomination, Linden 
also has a list of musical 
pals that far exceeds his 
eight-albums-in-20-years 
career.

"I didn't go looking for 
success, I simply wanted to 
make the best music," the 
41-year-old Linden says by phone from his Toronto studio. "Success just dropped into my lap.

"I spend half my time producing records for artists like Bruce Cockburn, Stephen Fearing and 
Lucinda Williams. So I don't have to record and tour to earn a living. There's no place I love 
more than the studio and a great place to play."

Wakefield's Black Sheep Inn will serve that very purpose when Linden and keyboardist friend
Richard Bell stop by tomorrow night.

Big Mouth is turning out to be an unexpected breakthrough for Linden, known for his black-hat, 
black-suit attire which became a staple of his image with roots-rock supergroup Blackie and 
the Rodeo Kings (Linden, Fearing and Tom Wilson).

A true roots record with a pop personality, offbeat arrangements, wit-filled lyrics and a sparser 
recording than his previous polished efforts, Big Mouth should take Linden from the musical 
fringes into the headlights of celebrity.

Co-produced by veteran producer John Whynot in Los Angeles, Nashville (where he'll soon 
call home), Toronto and The Tragically Hip's Bathouse Studio in Bath, Ont., in a lightning-quick 
11 days, it's a record that, while less polished compared to previous efforts, has a lot going on.

Ingenious tunesmith

Like his hero Robbie Robertson, Linden is an ingenious tunesmith, looking for interesting 
textures and timbres, finding a "definitive sound" for each song.

Also like Robertson, he likes to share the microphone. On Big Mouth, he vocalizes with some 
of the best voices in roots music: Bruce Cockburn, Lucinda Williams, Lee Roy Parnell and 
Jonnell Mosser.

"We had an extraordinary intense time working on this album," he says. "I started off writing a 
solo album when something happened and Big Mouth just came out with its own personality.

"All these ideas get bottled up inside you and you carry them around with you like a road map, 
pointing you in this direction even though you don't know what you're going to do when you get 
there." 

 

 

The Tragically Hip
Tanya Tucker
City and Colour
Matthew Good
Gordon Lightfoot
Korn
The Skydiggers
Wintersleep

If you could vote one of 
these tabloid mainstays 
out of the news, who 
would it be?
nmlkj Britney Spears

nmlkj Paris Hilton

nmlkj Brangelina

nmlkj Madonna
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Live Review: Melissa O'Neil in Calgary
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More Headlines

Sheryl Crow has breast cancer surgery

Morrissey threat level assessed

Brazilians rock with U2’s Bono

'The New Music' creator dies at 58

Philip Glass performs Koyaanisqatsi

Media mogul wants to make Graceland a 
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Billionth song downloaded from iTunes

Cash uses art to deal with loss

Lowdown column
Get the inside scoop on 
the Canadian music 
industry with Karen Bliss.

Who's coming and when
Want to know when your 
favourite band is coming 
to town? Check out Clive, 
JAM Music's extensive 
Canadian concert listings.

TV Listings
Wondering what's on 
tonight? Check out our TV 
listings for the complete 
schedule in your area. 

Did you win one of 25 free 
memberships to Zip.ca? 

Bon Jovi winners
Walk of Fame winners

1. Jack Johnson: Curious George

2. Various: From the Heart

3. Andrea Bocelli: Amore

4. James Blunt: Back To Bedlam

5. Madonna: Confessions...
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