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Country-Blues Runs Deep In Colin 
Linden's Blood
Wednesday January 25, 2006 @ 06:30 PM
By: ChartAttack.com Staff

Dressed in black and sporting a matching 
cowboy hat, Colin Linden arrives for his 
interview at True North's office looking like 
a blues legend from a bygone era. Not just 
any blues period, but that of the 1920s 
and depression-era country-blues, which 
were made colourful by characters such 
as Robert Johnson, Son House and 
Skip James.

It's not surprising that Linden looks the
part, because the blues are at the root of everything he does —
whether writing, playing or producing. "When I pick up a guitar,
that's what comes out," he reveals.

"Whether I'm producing a record for Bruce Cockburn or I'm 
performing on a country record in Nashville, the thing that informs 
my musical aesthetic is country-blues from the '20s and '30s."

For Linden's latest True North album, Easin' Back To Tennessee, 
the Toronto native returned exclusively to this magical milieu. "A 
lot of the songs on the new record I learned to play when I was in 
my teens," says the 45-year-old.

"As a kid, I always listened to rock 'n' roll music, but was drawn to 
the rootsier end of it. In the '60s, most of what was going on in 
rock 'n' roll was influenced by blues or country or both."

Linden was fortunate to get to know the larger-than-life blues 
legend Howlin' Wolf during the bluesman's final five years on the 
planet. Their initial encounter changed the wide-eyed 
11-year-old's life. "On the very first day that I met him, he said, 'If 
you want to learn how to play this stuff, listen to who I listen to,'" 
Linden says.

"He told me about Charley Patton and the Mississippi Sheiks, 
and from that I learned about Son House and the whole scene of 
1920s blues. It was such fascinating music to me, and that's 
when I began to want to learn to play that stuff and practice six 
hours a day and just be completely consumed by it."
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On the new disc, which Linden describes as a companion piece 
to 2005's Southern Jumbo, the bluesman succeeded at bringing 
these old songs to life while ensuring that he didn't just copy the 
masters. "With every song I recorded, I wanted to have some 
element of it that was unique and that deviated from the original 
recording," he says.

"I wanted to feel that there was some type of improvisational
spark in every song that made it on the album� I was conscious
of not wanting to imitate the originals as I spent so much time in
my youth trying to do that. I felt comfortable in my skin with all
these songs."

So why, 80 years after many of these songs were written, does 
Linden feel that they're still relevant to today's music fans?

"Artists could develop in a little bit more of a vacuum, and the
country-blues artists were such ragingly unique stylists� some of
them would only know how to play in one key or only knew a few
licks, but they would be their own. It was really geared to personal
expression that way. I think the way these poets and artists
communicated was completely timeless. There was nothing
frivolous about it. Sometimes some of the places they sing about
and the language is of the time. But even so, it's so poetic and so
beautiful. And that aspect makes it timeless."

Linden will be the opening act for Colin James at shows across 
eastern Canada from January 27 to February 8 before playing a 
series of dates on his own from February 25 to May 27. You can 
catch him here:

January 27-28 Halifax, NS @ Casino Nova Scotia
January 29 Glace Bay, NS @ Savoy Theatre
January 31-February 1 Gatineau, QC @ Theatre Du Casino 

Lac-Leamy
February 6 Belleville, ON @ Empire Theatre
February 7 Laval, QC @ Salle Andre-Mathieu
February 8 Joliette, QC @ Centre Culturel Du Joliettte
February 25 Almonte, ON @ Old Town Hall
March 11 Harrison Hot Springs, BC @ Town Hall
March 22 Ottawa, ON @ Glebe Community Centre
March 23 Montreal @ La Sala Rossa
March 25 Kemptville, ON @ North Grenville Municipal Centre
March 29 Montreal, QC @ Cafe Campus
April 8 Sudbury, ON @ Sudbury Secondary School
May 19 Huntsville, ON @ Algonquin Theatre
May 20 Innisfil, ON @ Peter's Place
May 27 Belleville, ON @ Belleville Club

—David McPherson

Chart contests 
click here
Fall Out Boy
The Old Soul

P.O.D.
People In Planes
Music Managers

Forum 
and more....



Country-Blues Runs Deep In Colin Linden*s Blood http://www.chartattack.com/damn/2006/01/2510.cfm

3 of 4 2/27/06 1:04 PM

ChartAttack's Daily Music News:

Friday February 24, 2006

DAMN Tijuana Bibles' Stacey Case Starts Pillow Fighting 
League

DAMN Belle And Sebastian Choose Life 
DAMN Misstress Barbara Trades In Techno For New Style

DAMN The New Music/MuchMusic Mastermind Succumbs To 
Cancer 

DAMN Vancouver's Cherrybomb Go Through Yellow Light 
DAMN Howe Gelb Goes Gospel� Almost
DAMN Remaining Alice In Chains Members Reunite To Tour 

DAMN Ottawa Buzz: Sweet Janes Branch Out; Avant-Garde 
Bar Raising Funds For PA

DAMN Calgary Buzz: Strada Have Nothing To Fear When 
Much Does Calgary

DAMN Opeth's Version Of Calm Music Is Still Pretty Damn 
Heavy

FEATURE CMW 2006 - Sylvie 
FEATURE CMW 2006 - Magneta Lane 
Thursday February 23, 2006

DAMN Townes Van Zandt Gets Some Well-Deserved Love In 
New Documentary 

DAMN Jeff Martin: Tea Party Break-up "Not Good" 
DAMN Fred Eaglesmith Loses His Studio To Fire 

DAMN Top Of The Charts: Jack Johnson's Still Swinging At 
The Top 

DAMN Loose Ends: MSTRKRFT Drop New Single, Swollen 
Members Jump Around And Junos Sell Out 

DAMN American Heartbreak With Liquor And Poker 
DAMN Megadeth To Release Their Arsenal On Metalheads 
DAMN Aceyalone Goes With His Own Flow 

DAMN "Leaked" Guns N' Roses Songs Spark Real Comeback 
Rumours 

DAMN Test Icicles Splitting Up After One Album 
Wednesday February 22, 2006
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DAMN Watershed Cancellation Brings 342 Charges Against 
Concert Promoter

DAMN On The Road Again: Default, Oliver Black, D.O.A. And 
Tupelo Honey

DAMN Sexy Gainsbourg Songs Covered By Feist, Franz And 
Others

DAMN Roy Orbison's Legacy To Be Celebrated Big-Time 
DAMN My Morning Jacket To Release Early Demo Collection 
DAMN The Vines Grow Into Vision Valley 

DAMN Kid Rock Doesn't Want You To See Him And Scott 
Stapp Having Sex 

DAMN Marty Casey And Lovehammers Evade Stalkers And 
Decline Cash 

DAMN Thom D'Arcy Would Rather Be A Sinner Than A 
Gentleman

DAMN Field Music Will Finally Echo Through North America 
FEATURE CMW 2006 - Inward Eye 
FEATURE CMW 2006 - Tomi Swick 
FEATURE CMW 2006 - The Ride Theory 

FEATURE CMW 2006 - Small Sins (formerly The Ladies And 
Gentlemen) 

More Music News
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Elsewhere on ChartAttack:

CMW 2006 - Magneta Lane, CMW 2006 - Sylvie, CMW 2006 - Inward 
Eye, CMW 2006 - Mobile, CMW 2006 - The Awesome Team, CMW 2006 
- Tomi Swick, CMW 2006 - The Junction, CMW 2006 - The Ride Theory,
CMW 2006 - Small Sins, CMW 2006 - Elliott Brood, CMW 2006 - Whitey 
Houston, CMW 2006 - Wintersleep, CMW 2006 - The Diableros, Hard-Fi: 
Awards Shows Are Made For Drinkingand many more! Most of these 
features have exclusive photos and/or content not found in the pages of 
CHART Magazine!
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